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Maryam Mirzakhani (May 12, 
1977 - July 14, 2017) has spent 
her childhood in Teheran during 
the Iran–Iraq war.  Maryam went 
to Farzanegan, a high school for 
girls with exceptional talents. Her 
out-standing mathematical ability 
became evident when she won 
gold medals in the International 
Mathematical Olympiads in 
Hong Kong (1994) and in Canada 
(1995), achieving a perfect score. 
In 1995, Maryam joined the 
Sharif University of Technology in 
Teheran, where she completed 
her Bachelor of Science in 1999. 
By then she had already published 
three papers, of which two were in 
graph theory. Maryam worked for 
her PhD at Harvard under Fields 

medallist Curtis McMullen on hyperbolic 
surfaces. In 2004,  she was awarded the 
Leonard M. and Eleanor B. Blumenthal 
award for her thesis, which was judged 
as outstanding and brought her a Clay 
fellowship at Princeton. Rising rapidly 
from assistant professor to professor, 
in 2008 she moved with her husband 
Jan Vondrák, a computer scientist, 
to a chair at Stanford. Her daughter 
Anahita was born in 2011. Maryam has 
often been pictured with large sheets 
of paper spread on the floor on which 
she would visualise her mathematics of 
curved surfaces. Her daughter would 
remark that her mother was painting. 
Maryam was an invited speaker at the 
International Congress of Mathematicians 
(ICM) of 2010, held at Hyderabad. She 
received innumerable awards and prizes 
for her mathematical work and in 2014 
she was awarded the Fields Medal at the 
ICM held in Seoul. 
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“My older brother was the person who got me interested in science in general. He used to tell me what he learned 
in school. My first memory of mathematics is probably the time that he told me about the problem of adding num-
bers from 1 to 100. I think he had read in a popular science journal how Gauss solved this problem. The solution 
was quite fascinating for me. That was the first time I enjoyed a beautiful solution, though I couldn't find it myself.”

Maryam Mirzakhani - The Guardian, August 2014
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Maryam Mirzakhani, mathematician
born 3 May 1977; died 14 July 2017
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Maryam Mirzakhani - Quanta Magazine, August 2014.
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As more and more women and girls learn about Maryam and her story, they will be inspired 
to pursue mathematics, and they’ll be inspired to pursue it with persistence and humility. 

They’ll be inspired to ask questions with confidence and assurance.
Tai-Danae Bradley, Remembering Maryam Mirzakhani

July 24, 2017 AMS Blogs
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Fields medal laureates, Seoul 2014.
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LandonMaryam

Maryam with Landon Clay after he presented the Research Award to her at the 2015 Clay Research Conference in Oxford.13
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“… the most rewarding part is the “Aha” moment… feeling of being on top 
of a hill and having a clear view. But most of the time, doing mathematics 

for me is like being on a long hike with no trail and no end in sight.”
Maryam Mirzakhani, The Guardian, August, 2014
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As the first female recipient of the medal, and also the first 
to come from Iran, Maryam was experiencing these pres-
sures to a far greater extent than previous medallists, while 
also raising a small daughter and fighting off cancer. […] 
Given all this, it is remarkable how productive she still was 

mathematically in the last few years. 

Terence Tao, 15 July, 2017
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This exhibition was created by the Committee for Women in Mathematics 
of the International Mathematical Union. It was inaugurated at the World 
Meeting for Women in Mathematics 2018 and remained open at ICM 2018 
in Rio de Janeiro.18
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Mathematics is universal. 
Maryam will always 
remind us that excellence 
in mathematics 
is not a matter 
of gender nor 
geography.


